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Playpark Project

Project facilitator: David Riddet
(850777)

Date for the next work party:
Sunday, 1 October 2017, 12.00 - 16.00
Aim: To do more dressing and draining of
the circular walkway round the park
Meet: At the playpark with your shovel,
rake, wheelbarrow and a friend to push it
All ages welcome Even if you can
only manage half an hour that would be
appreciated.

Multi-Use Games Area proposed
A community survey, targeted at potential users of the
playing field, was carried out in 2014 and two priorities
surfaced. The first was the need for new children’s play
equipment and, for adults, outside gym equipment. The
second was the need for a MUGA - multi-use games area.

From a total of 70 responses received, the play area and gym equipment received
96% support and the MUGA 87% (the full survey results can be seen on our website). As
you will have seen in our autumn 2016 Newsletter, the first project was successfully
funded by grant support, completed in October 2016 and is now widely enjoyed.
Now the Uplawmoor Development Trust is turning its attention to the second survey
mandate - the provision of a MUGA.
We have begun the process of applying for grants for the provision of a MUGA within
the boundary of the playpark. This will provide the sole football/netball/basketball
facility to two main groups in the village: 1 the 150+ children/young adults of primary
school age up to late teenagers who reside in the village and 2 Uplawmoor Primary
School.
As everyone knows, the playpark in Uplawmoor is frequently waterlogged and
football, general knock-about or other sports can really only take place during
long dry periods - a rare occurrence in this area. The nearest alternative playpark
facilities are several miles away in Neilston or Dunlop, resulting in transport costs and
associated vehicle emissions.

In March, volunteers helped excavate
ditches beside the new adult
exercise equipment in the park as
part of the ongoing exercise to try
to improve the overall drainage of
the area. Ditches were dug, drainage
pipes inserted and the ground back
filled with gravel.
More work needs to be done
on other areas of the playpark
so another work party has been
called for Sunday 1 October - see
above. Come along and join in the
community spirit.

UDT is still investigating and costing designs but the MUGA which we propose will
have facilities for football, basketball and netball and will be permanently open. It
will be located beside the path round the park, near to the skateboard ramp. The
provision of this MUGA will greatly benefit the health and wellbeing of everyone from
primary school age to adults by enabling villagers to participate in team activities in
all weathers. It will also allow young wheelchair users, who currently have no hard
ground facilities, to join in the fun.

Existing Football pitch

New MUGA

Gated path from School

The local primary school also has a very keen interest in the project as it has no
facilities for these kinds of ball activities, due to space, playing surface and budget
restrictions. The staff therefore anticipate that this new facility could be used both
during and after school hours in term time. This leads to the plan for a short path
leading directly to/from the school via a locked gate in the school fence.

Join us
Membership is free! The
more members we have, the
easier it is to get support from funders
and local authorities, for example.
Please e-mail the Trust at
udt@btinternet.com with the names
of those in your house over 16 who
would like to join and you will be
contacted to confirm membership.
Your Trust has already made
improvements to the paths in the
village and provided new children’s
playpark equipment and outside gym
equipment. Please support us by joining
now.
		Thank you!

Rural Walks
and Pathways Project
A typical MUGA

The school made the following statement about the benefits of having access to
the MUGA:
“Uplawmoor Primary School is a designated rural school with a roll of 72 pupils. It is
situated in a small village and forms an integral part of village life.The current Scottish
Government initiative “Empowering Teachers to Achieve Excellence and Equity for
Children” states that all children in Scotland are entitled to equity of experience at school.
The children at Uplawmoor Primary School have use of a small gym hall and whilst
the school grounds are extensive, they are mostly grass and drainage is a considerable
problem. As a result, these grounds are often out of use for physical activity. Many schools
in East Renfrewshire benefit from having a multi-use games area.The building of a multiuse games area in the village would hugely increase the quality of physical education
and experiences for the children. It would enable them to use a full size court or pitch,
meaning that they could compete more equally with other schools during local authority
competitions.The area would also be used by the school for ‘after school’ clubs.”
The children themselves were surveyed about the building of a MUGA and
whether they would use it after school hours. A massive 99% responded as
follows:
1 Would you use a MUGA after school hours? 95% of children said ‘Yes’.
2 Would you attend an ‘after school’ club in the MUGA? 92% of children said ‘Yes’.
3 Are you in favour of a MUGA being built? 99% of children said ‘Yes’.
A further sample survey of secondary school pupils attending Eastwood High
was carried out very recently and the results showed that 100% of those who
responded were in favour of having a MUGA in the village and, again, that they
would use the MUGA. Another very positive response.
Meetings have been set up between coaches from the village and children and
young adults keen to get involved in setting up teams for football, netball and
basketball. This is very important for the future as team events have not previously
been possible because of the lack of a facility like the MUGA.
The current hope is that we will have all the finance in place by Spring 2018 and, as
long as we are successful with the fundraising, UDT hopes that the work would be
complete by August 2018.

Project facilitator:
John Raeside (850287)

At the end
of 2016, 21
volunteers spent
an afternoon
in the Glen,
planting spring
bulbs, thinning
out the beech
trees then
planting and
staking a variety
of indigenous trees to take the place
of the many mature trees lost over
the years to gales and disease. We
hope you enjoy the added spring
colour.
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